4™ GRADE WRITES FICTIONAL NARRATIVES:

California Gold
Rush Era

In this exciting writing assignment,
students were tasked with crafting oo s oot s ot Bt D 5y Bt e

. . . . (Quandel was co broke that he would tame rate ta hunt and cearch for food off the dirfy, dusty, ctreets. Tn fact,
fl Ct lona l narra t Ives Set N t h e Qeandeft bect friend ic a vat named Ratatouile. Quandel would give the rat SO% of the food he got becavee

Ratatouille war bis only friend. Quandef has knows Ratatouille ag long ag he could remember. They five on the

A Day in the Life of a 49

streats of Jexas. Quandels dream has been to visit California to mine for gold. Since they dont have money they 30

California Gold Rush era. The STl sl s i et

a bear. But after two years they fAnally make it to the bright dreamland, Califorria.

H H They were about to burst out of pure joy.
p ro m pt a S ked t h e m to I m a g I n e a Here we are Ratatouills, where we'e :J'rvayr wanted to bel” But when they were actusdly going to get gold

They were actoniched. They Chought the gold minss would be extraordinary but they were dirly, emefled fike dead

day in the goldfieldS’ from dawn to fich, and were co packed that (Quandel almost pasced out.

"Excuse me, excuce me. "taid Quandel in o claustrophobic voice. Quandel ard Ratatouile finaly ctarted
firding gold after o half houar. They uced a ctrainer to find gold by the river. He alto brought a picfol for cafefy

dusk. Th ey were encourag ed to reatons ust i cace. Quasdl was co xhavsted finding goi that he fll acloep at the minss with Ratatoule

“Heyl" Yelled a tall, stinky man. This woke ap Quandef and Frightened him. The man was mad ot him
becavse he thought Quandel was trying to camp thers o he could get the gold before anyone elce could . $o, the

t h i n k Critica lly a bo ut Wh at WO u ld imdn attempted to jab him but Ltfle did he know Quandel was o black belf in karafe and quickly dodged in and

counfered with a kick thaf knocked the man out. Quandel did end up finding a lot of gold thaf doy becavse it wasnl

. . . . that erowded.
bring someone to California in i e e

“Gold for sale, gold for colel” Eventually they found o lody who was willing to pay becavse a lot of miners try

searc h Of g o ld Wh at t h e | r o seam poople with gold but Quandel didnt. They ended up geting a twenty dolta tip and got o roem in a hotsl.
Y

They gat 50 doflars in total,
Quandel would repeat this for the rest of his ife and always buy Ratatouile some cheese. But, when

motivations might be, and what ol e e e e e
challenges they would face.
Students used their creativity to
describe the appearance of their
camp, the people they met along
the way, and the surprises they
encountered in the rugged
wilderness. This assignment w W
allowed students to dive into the W% 2
Al

hig fife.

The End

past and explore history through
the lens of storytelling, which
required them to think deeply
about the setting, characters, and
events that would shape their day.
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As part of the assignment, students SN
had to incorporate key elements of * -
good writing such as dialogue,
imagery, and figurative language.
They also practiced paragraph
changes to help structure their
stories in a way that was engaging
and easy to follow. To enhance
their vocabulary, students were
encouraged to use a thesaurus to
find more descriptive words that
added richness to their narratives.
By integrating these elements, i
students not only practiced their
writing skills but also
demonstrated their ability to think \ \
critically about how to build a [
compelling story, making their
fictional day in the goldfields come
alive with vivid details and
engaging characters.




