
A new activity is bringing a
sense of excitement and
accomplishment as little
hands string beads on
pipe cleaners to spell out
their names. With trays of
colorful beads and fuzzy
pipe cleaners, each child
is given the challenge to
find the letters of their
name and thread them
carefully in order—a task
that invites them to both
focus and follow directions
in their work.

CREATING COLORFUL MASTERPIECES
Beaded Name Bracelets

As the teacher moves from
child to child, helping them
find the letters they need, she
has the opportunity to offer
words of encouragement.
“Remember, God knows each
of our names and loves us just
as we are.” This gentle
reminder has the power to
reinforce the Christian value of
individuality and self-worth,
teaching the children that
each name—and each person
—is special and worthy of love.
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As the children pick up beads, one by one, they are developing fine motor skills
essential for future tasks like cutting and using tools with precision. Carefully
threading each bead requires hand-eye coordination and strengthens the small
muscles in their fingers. Toli holds up his pipe cleaner and beams with joy as he has
successfully pushed two beads onto the fuzzy stick, exclaiming, “Look, I did it!” This
simple accomplishment builds confidence and reinforces the Christian value of
perseverance, encouraging them to take pride in their growing abilities.



Through this activity, the
children are also
learning letter
recognition and early
literacy skills. Finding the
correct letters to spell
their names involves
recalling their letter
shapes and sounds,
helping to lay a
foundation for reading
and writing. “That’s not
an N, that’s a Z!” Eleanor
announces, as she’s
meticulously spelling her
name. Celebrating this
moment helps the
children feel the joy of
progress and learning.

In this activity, our preschoolers aren’t just stringing beads—they’re practicing
important fine motor skills, learning early literacy, and growing in confidence and
independence. They’re also experiencing the joy of belonging, of being uniquely
known and loved. With their names spelled out in vibrant colors, they carry both a
tangible reminder of their efforts and an affirmation of their place in God’s heart.

Sharing beads
and patiently
searching for
their needed
letters fosters
social skills and
cooperation. As
they finish
stringing their
names, each
child admires
their work,
proudly holding
up their beaded
pipe cleaner
bracelet with
newfound pride.
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