Exploring Ancient
Rome: Gladiators,
Colosseum, and More!
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In our Ancient Civilization class, we've
recently delved into the fascinating world of
Ancient Rome, and it's been a truly engaging
and hands-on experience for the students. As
we explored the grandeur and influence of
the Roman Empire, one of the highlights of

| our unit was the Colosseum art project.

Students were challenged to recreate their

~ versions of this iconic structure, and through

the project, they were able to reflect on the
profound cultural and societal significance of
the Colosseum during its time.

. The Colosseum was not justa

monumental architectural feat but also a

\ central feature of Roman life, symbolizing

)4 the power of the emperors and serving as

a venue for some of the most famous
spectacles in history. By constructing their
own representations, students not only
practiced their artistic skills but also

| gained a deeper understanding of how the

- Colosseum was a reflection of Roman

values—glory, power, and public
spectacle. It was a fantastic way for
students to physically engage with history

4 and visualize the cultural importance of
. this ancient wonder.
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To bring their learning to life even further, we wrapped up the week with a Fun Friday
activity called The Clash at the Colosseum. This was no ordinary classroom game—it was
an interactive simulation where students were assigned roles as either gladiators or
centurions. Each group had to complete various challenges, from physical feats to tactical
decision-making, to determine who would emerge as the last man standing. Students
embraced their roles, and it was incredible to see how they engaged with the vocabulary of
the chapter—terms like "gladiator," "centurion," "Roman social class," and "public spectacle”
became part of the competition. What made this activity truly impactful was the opportunity
it provided for students to explore the complex social structure of Ancient Rome. Gladiators,
often slaves or prisoners, were at the bottom of the social hierarchy, fighting for their
survival, while centurions represented the powerful military elite. Through their roles,
students could feel the stark contrast between the lives of these two groups and the cultural
significance of gladiatorial games, which were often used as a tool for demonstrating
Roman strength and control.
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The energy in the classroom was electric as
students strategized, collaborated, and tried
to outwit their opponents. This was a perfect
blend of learning and fun, with students
gaining a practical understanding of Roman
social dynamics, public entertainment, and
how those elements influenced Roman
identity. It also sparked fascinating
discussions about the ethics of the games
and the role of spectacle in maintaining
power and control.

Overall, this experience allowed students to
connect with Ancient Rome in a way that
goes beyond textbooks and lectures. They _
not only learned about the historical facts but |
also gained insight into the human
experience of living in such a society. It was
inspiring to see how deeply the students
engaged, and it was clear that they walked
away with not only a better understanding of
Ancient Rome but also a greater appreciation
for the complexities of history.

As we move forward, we're excited to
continue our journey through Ancient Rome,
examining topics such as Roman government,
daily life, and the rise of Christianity within the
Empire. Stay tuned for more adventures as we
continue to explore the rich and fascinating
History of Ancient Rome!




