
In a delightful blend of creativity and education, our Kindergarten class recently celebrated
"Starbucks Day," transforming our young learners into enthusiastic baristas for the day. This special
event offered a unique hands-on experience, allowing students to engage in literacy and math
centers through the lens of coffee shop fun. Each activity was thoughtfully designed to encourage
deeper thinking and understanding, fostering skills that go beyond simple recall.
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In our first center, students matched CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) words with
corresponding pictures, placing each word
inside a coffee cup. The lids of the cups featured
the words printed clearly, guiding students as
they sounded out the words aloud after
matching them. This activity not only reinforced
their phonics knowledge but also encouraged
them to apply their understanding through
verbal expression, making connections between
sounds and letters in a playful way.

A Fun, Hands-On Learning Experience

Center 1: CVC
Words Matching

Next, our little baristas got creative with "whipped
cream" in a sensory-rich activity. Listening to CVC
words, they formed the words using their hands in
a fluffy, whipped texture. This center combined
auditory learning with kinesthetic activity,
encouraging students to synthesize information
as they physically shaped the words. This hands-
on approach not only reinforced phonetic
awareness but also allowed students to engage
in creating and evaluating their understanding of
the words.

Center 2: Whipping
Up CVC Words

In the third center, students tapped into their
creativity while practicing fine motor skills. Using
pom-poms and pinchers, they crafted their own
"coffee creations," following directions to
assemble a drink of their choice. This center
focused on application and analysis as students
counted the pom-poms and discussed their
choices, integrating math skills with artistic
expression. By designing their drinks, students
not only engaged in a fun activity but also
practiced critical thinking as they made
decisions based on the instructions.

Center 3: Coffee
Creations
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For the fourth center, students explored
sentence structure by writing about ways to
show kindness on "pumpkin spice" cups. This
reflective activity required them to analyze and
evaluate various acts of kindness, nurturing
their critical thinking skills. By connecting their
writing to a real-world context, they engaged
in higher-order thinking, applying what they
learned about empathy and kindness in a
creative and meaningful way.

To wrap up our eventful day, our young baristas enjoyed a well-deserved "mocha" and cake pop,
celebrating their hard work and creativity. This delicious treat not only rewarded their efforts but
also fostered a sense of community and accomplishment.

In conclusion, "Starbucks Day" was an enriching experience that brought literacy and math to life in
our Kindergarten classroom. By blending hands-on activities with a focus on deeper
understanding and critical thinking, we created an engaging learning environment where students
could explore, create, and think while having fun. It was a day filled with laughter, learning, and, of
course, a little bit of coffee shop magic!

Center 4: Kindness
in a Cup

Finally, students practiced their math skills by
matching coffee cups to the correct tens
frames on their worksheets. This center
reinforced their understanding of numbers and
counting, encouraging them to apply and
analyze their knowledge of tens frames in a
practical scenario. By engaging with visual
representations of numbers, students solidified
their foundational math skills in a fun,
interactive environment.

Center 5: Tens Frames
and Coffee Cups

A Sweet Ending


