
Learning how to add is one of the most exciting milestones in Transitional Kindergarten. After working
hard on number identification, building number sense, and mastering counting skills, our young learners
are ready to put it all together and begin their journey with addition! This foundational math skill unlocks
a world of problem-solving opportunities and sets the stage for future mathematical success.
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Beginning Addition Skills

To introduce addition in a way that is meaningful and accessible, we use a variety of hands-on
strategies. The first step in teaching addition is to provide students with diverse methods that allow them
to understand and internalize the concept. Here are some strategies we’re using in our TK classroom:

  Counting On from a Number: Once students
recognize the initial number, they can “count
on” from it, making addition feel like a natural
extension of counting. This strategy is
especially exciting for students as they
realize, “I don’t have to start from 1 each time!”

1.

  Using Fingers: Children love counting on their
fingers, and this method provides them with a
tactile and visual way to track their progress.
It’s a simple but effective tool that helps
young learners feel in control of their learning.

2.

  Modeling with a Tens Frame: Tens frames
help students visualize numbers and see how
two quantities come together to form a new
number. Seeing the arrangement on a tens
frame often sparks that “aha!” moment.

3.

  Stacking Cubes Together: Stacking cubes is
a hands-on approach that helps students
physically combine groups and see the sum
they create. They love seeing how high they
can stack the cubes while practicing adding

4.

  Using a Number Line: Counting on a number
line introduces students to the concept of
moving forward in a sequence, reinforcing the
addition process. It’s like taking steps toward
a goal, helping them feel the movement in
math.

5.

  Manipulatives or Counters: Using objects like
counters, blocks, or other manipulatives
allows students to physically model addition,
building a strong concrete understanding. It
makes addition feel tangible and relatable

6.

  Drawing Pictures: Visual learners benefit
from drawing pictures, which helps them
represent addition problems in a simple and
relatable way. Drawing also brings out
creativity, which our TK students love.

7.

Introduction to Addition Strategies



Each of these
strategies supports the
students in different
ways, helping them
understand the
concept of addition
from multiple angles.
This variety also allows
each student to explore
the strategy that works
best for them.
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Music and movement are integral to our TK classroom, and adding fun addition songs into our
lessons gives students a chance to get up, move, and sing while they learn! These songs help
reinforce addition symbols and rules, and the catchy tunes make it easy for students to remember
addition concepts long after the lesson is over. Moving to music also helps keep young learners
engaged and energized.

One of our TK students said “I love singing the plus song! I can even sing it at home with my mom.”

“I see all the spaces getting
filled! It’s like a puzzle for
numbers!”

“I drew apples, and then I put more next to them, and
then added them all together which made more apples!”

Addition Songs and Movement



Another one said
“I got two and
then three! I
added them, and
I got five! I’m a
math champ!”
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Games with dice are a big part of learning addition in TK. Dice games allow students to practice adding
numbers in an engaging, hands-on way. Whether they’re rolling dice to match numbers, working with a
partner to add two rolls, or even creating simple addition problems, dice games provide the repetition
and reinforcement needed to help students master addition. The element of play keeps them motivated
and excited to practice addition daily.

One of the most important parts of teaching addition is helping students see how it relates to the world
around them. We want students to understand that addition is more than filling in a number sentence
on a worksheet; it’s a part of their everyday experiences. Story problems bring this concept to life, giving
students scenarios that they can relate to and inviting them to think critically about real-world math.

“I can just say the first number and then jump to
the next one! That’s so much faster!”

“My tower got taller because I added
more! Adding makes it grow!”

Interactive Learning with Addition Games

Relating Addition to Real-Life Situations



Our TK students are working hard and having fun as they reach this exciting milestone in learning
addition. We’re proud of their enthusiasm and look forward to seeing them apply these skills throughout
the year!
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Addition also helps develop critical thinking, an essential skill in math and beyond. Students learn to
break down problems, recognize important information, and apply different strategies to find solutions.
These skills are foundational not only in math but in all areas of learning.

As we celebrate our students’
accomplishments in learning
addition, we’re reminded of the
beauty of growth and increase.
The Bible tells us in Proverbs 3:5-
6: “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and do not lean on your
own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge Him, and He
will make straight your paths.”
This verse reminds us that, like
adding numbers to find a
greater whole, we can look to
God for wisdom and guidance
as we grow and learn together.

For example, we might ask, “If
Sarah has two apples and
finds two more, how many
apples does she have?” Story
problems like this give
students the chance to explore
addition in familiar, relevant
contexts. Once students solve
the problem, they then model
it with a number sentence,
making addition more
meaningful and helping them
grasp addition strategies.
Finding relevant information in
story problems is a skill our TK
students will use for years to
come, building their critical
thinking and problem-solving
abilities.

Building Critical Thinking through Addition

A Biblical Perspective on Addition


