
The 8th grade class recently

completed a meaningful and

thought-provoking project that

explored the complex theme of

freedom. Students were

challenged to interview someone

who had experienced the loss,

gain, defense, or protection of

freedom, and then write an

anecdote capturing that person’s

story.

The assignment began with

students learning how to craft

thoughtful, open-ended questions

to guide their interviews. After

practicing their interview

techniques, they connected with

individuals whose experiences with

freedom were deeply personal—

ranging from immigrants seeking a

better life to veterans who served

to defend it.
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Through these powerful

conversations, students gained

insight into the sacrifices,

challenges, and triumphs that

come with the fight for freedom.

Hearing firsthand accounts helped

them move beyond textbook

definitions, developing empathy

and a more profound appreciation

for the freedoms they often take for

granted.

The final step of the project asked

students to write an anecdote that

reflected the heart of their

interviewee’s story. In doing so,

they not only strengthened their

writing and communication skills,

but also carried forward the voices

of those who have lived through

moments of hardship, bravery, and

hope—all in the name of freedom.
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