
In a recent English class, our 8th graders analyzed Harper Lee’s classic novel, To Kill a
Mockingbird, exploring the theme of empathy. A quote from the book—“You never really
understand a person until you consider things from his point of view, until you climb into his
skin and walk around in it.”—sparked an exciting activity that connected to the modern saying:
“You can’t judge a person until you walk a mile in their shoes.”

“TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD” ANALYSIS

Once their characters were
made, students wrote short
stories that brought these
characters to life, focusing
on their journeys and
challenges. This process not
only set off their
imaginations but also
helped them develop a
deeper understanding of
perspective and the
importance of empathy in
our daily lives.

Learning Empathy
through Storytelling
Each student randomly
picked a shoe, ranging
from sneakers to high
heels. This single shoe
became the foundation
for a unique character.
Students brainstormed
traits, backgrounds, and
experiences that could
be represented by their
chosen shoe,
encouraging them to
think creatively.

Middle School English

October 2024

Through this engaging activity, students learned that everyone has their own story, often hidden
beneath the surface. By walking in someone else's shoes, they discovered valuable lessons about
compassion and sympathy. As they shared their stories, it was clear that this lesson would expand
far beyond the classroom, reminding us all to be more mindful of the experiences of others.


