
Last week, our 6th-grade Ancient Civilizations
class embarked on an unforgettable journey to
the Getty Villa. Nestled in the hills of Pacific
Palisades, the museum's stunning design and
rich collection brought the ancient world to life
for my eager students. This field trip was not just
an excursion—it was an opportunity to immerse
ourselves in the art, culture, and history we’ve
been studying in the classroom.

A Guided Walk Through History
Our day began with a guided tour led by
passionate and knowledgeable docents who
truly brought the ancient world to life. From awe-
inspiring sculptures of Greek gods to intricate
Roman mosaics, every corner of the Getty Villa
told a story that transported us thousands of
years back in time. The students were
particularly captivated by the artifacts that
showcased everyday life in ancient Greece and
Rome, such as pottery and tools. These tangible
connections to history deepened their
understanding and sparked lively discussions.

Watching Curiosity Blossom
One of the most rewarding moments as a
teacher was seeing how much my students had
absorbed from our lessons. As we moved
through the exhibits, I heard them identifying key
details and enthusiastically sharing facts. Many
were able to draw connections between the
artifacts and the civilizations we had studied in
class.

It was clear that the field trip ignited their
curiosity even further. Some students shared how
seeing the artifacts in person gave them a new
appreciation for the complexity of ancient
cultures. Others marveled at the craftsmanship
and expressed amazement at how these
artifacts have withstood the test of time.
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A Desire to Dive Deeper
The students' enthusiasm didn’t stop when the tour ended. Many of them expressed a desire
to return to the Getty Villa to explore on their own. Some wanted to spend more time
examining particular pieces, while others were intrigued by sections we hadn’t had time to
explore fully. It’s always exciting to see students so inspired by learning that they seek out
more opportunities to expand their knowledge.

Reflecting on the Experience
As we boarded our cars back to school, the buzz of conversation was electric. The students
eagerly compared their favorite exhibits and shared what they had learned. Back in the
classroom, their reflections revealed a deeper understanding and a renewed passion for
studying Ancient Civilizations.

Field trips like this remind us of the power of hands-on learning and the importance of
connecting classroom lessons to real-world experiences. I’m so proud of my students for
approaching this trip with curiosity and excitement, and I can’t wait to see how this adventure
influences their studies.

If you’ve never visited the Getty Villa, I highly recommend it. And if you’re lucky enough to go
with a group of curious 6th graders, you might just see history through their eyes—alive,
vibrant, and endlessly fascinating.

Here’s to more adventures that bring history to life!


