
Over the past few weeks, our Pre-Algebra
students have been hard at work
mastering concepts like algebraic
expressions, evaluating data, and solving
equations. Their enthusiasm for learning
has been truly inspiring. To celebrate
their progress, we decided to challenge
them in a fun and engaging way—by
solving a mystery using math!
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One day, students walked into class to find the room
transformed into a scene right out of a mystery novel.
Scattered around the room were hidden clues, each
one containing a math problem that, when solved,
revealed part of the bigger puzzle. These clues involved
everything from simplifying expressions and solving
multi-step equations to interpreting graphs and
analyzing data sets. In short, students had to draw on
every math skill they had been developing in class to
crack the codes.

The students were divided into teams, each tasked with
solving their assigned clues as quickly and accurately
as possible. Every correct answer brought them closer
to the next clue, and eventually, to solving the
overarching mystery. The room buzzed with excitement
as students huddled together, debating the best
approach to each problem, checking their work, and
celebrating every success.

 It wasn’t just math—it was detective work! By applying their mathematical reasoning, students were
able to uncover clues, eliminate false leads, and ultimately piece together the final answer.

The most impressive part was seeing how well students collaborated and thought critically under
pressure. They didn’t just solve basic math problems; they used logical thinking, applied math to real-
world scenarios, and approached each problem with creativity and determination. The joy and
satisfaction on their faces when they solved the mystery were priceless. Math had transformed from
numbers on a page into a thrilling, hands-on adventure.



Throughout the mystery
challenge, students honed
a wide variety of
academic skills. They
practiced simplifying
algebraic expressions,
learned how to handle
equations with variables,
and reinforced their
understanding of
interpreting data in charts
and graphs. Each math
problem was carefully
designed to reinforce
concepts they had been
learning in class while
pushing them to think on
their feet and apply these
concepts in new and
challenging ways. 

But the challenge wasn’t
just about solving math
problems—it was about
the process of learning
how to think critically.
Students needed to
evaluate their strategies,
discuss different
approaches with their
teammates, and decide
on the best methods for
solving each problem.
By collaborating, they
also developed
important
communication skills
and learned the value of
teamwork in problem-
solving situations. 

At our school, we believe that
learning and discovering new
knowledge is a way to honor God.
Math, in particular, reflects the
beauty, order, and logic of His
creation. When students solve
problems and explore the
complexities of mathematics,
they are participating in the same
sense of wonder that comes from
understanding the world God has
designed. We are thrilled to watch
these students grow not only in
their academic abilities but also
in their understanding of how
learning reflects God’s purpose
for their lives.

We can’t wait to see where these
young mathematicians’ journey
takes them next!
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